et al. (1) challenge the conventional Pleistocene time scale, which is based on deep-sea-core oxygen-isotope ratios and stratigraphy (2, 3). Their well-dated oxvgen-isotope profile from a calcite vein (DH 2) deposited by Great Basin ground water 21 meters below the water table in Devils Hole, southeastern Nevada, covers an interval from 50 to 280 ka (thousand years ago). They list possible effects that could influence the DH 2 isotope ratios and conclude that, because the oxygen-18 (8180) (1, p. 1276) in worldwide precipitation correlates with surface air temperatures, the peaks in the DH 2 profile are therefore associated with maxima in mean annual surface-air temperatures corresponding to interglacial and interstadial warm climates. The DH 2 profile bears a resemblance to that typically found in carbonate microfossils in deep-sea sediments, although critical data for the last glacial extreme 18 ka is missing. However, the positive 880 peaks occur substantially earlier than the interglacial peaks in deep-sea cores, the difference being about 15,000 and 20,000 years, respectively, for the DH 2 interglacial peaks," which have an amplitude of as much as 2 per mil and precede glacial terminations II and III in the deepsea-core record.
Isaac J. Winograd et al. (1) challenge the conventional Pleistocene time scale, which is based on deep-sea-core oxygen-isotope ratios and stratigraphy (2, 3) . Their well-dated oxvgen-isotope profile from a calcite vein (DH 2) deposited by Great Basin ground water 21 meters below the water table in Devils Hole, southeastern Nevada, covers an interval from 50 to 280 ka (thousand years ago). They list possible effects that could influence the DH 2 isotope ratios and conclude that, because the oxygen-18 (8180) ( (ii) vapor with a 5180 value that was 0.7 to On the other hand, the interpretation of Winograd et al. would be supported by the effects of the atmospheric absolute humidity that influence the temperature required to initiate condensation of precipitation. The lower humidity during desiccated interglacials like the present (4, 8) 
